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| always have a hard time figuring out what to say in my Presi-
dent s Message, so | started
help with right now. | have been starting to procrastinate on
certain items, so | thought | would look for some motivation to
help me and hopefully motivate others also.

Words have never flown easily for me out onto the page, so | turned to the place
where you can find anything . . . the Internet of course. | ran across an interesting
site www.greatday.com, by Ralph Marston, where | immediately found daily thoughts
that hit home. The one | think I 6m go
AiTo Do This Day. o

1 As soon as it begins, take control of your day. Decide in detail what you in-
tend to do and commit to making it happen.

91 If you sit around and wait for events and circumstances to pull you along,
you'll end up getting nothing accomplished. If you have no firm and resolute
plans, you'll waste all your time on meaningless distractions and interruptions.

1 Certainly unexpected situations will come up that require your response. Yet
you can choose to respond from a position of power and control, rather than
from a position of weakness and ineffectiveness.

1 Decide what you will do with this day, and get busy doing it. Make a differ-
ence, establish a positive momentum, and get your goals accomplished.

1 Time is here, right now, for you to use. Transform the passing time into last-
ing value by making effective use of it.

1 This day is filled with great possibilities. Choose certain, specific ones, and
make the effort that will make them happen.

See Presidentods

The Business Value of BIM
By McGraw-Hill

Well, it's finally out, the sequel to last year's McGraw-Hill Report. This is another fan-
tastic report that follows off from last year's snapshot of the industry. McGraw-Hill did
another amazing job with case studies, facts, and lots of supporting documents.

This report takes a look at the adoption of BIM in North America and examines the
real business values that users are experiencing. Nearly half of the respondents
(49%) report they are using BIM tools -- a 75% increase over the 28% BIM adoption
rate measured in 2007. A follow-up to the authoritative 2008 BIM report, the 2009
Business Value of BIM Report was recently released at the Business of BIM

Conference in San Francisco.
See BIM Report, Page 4
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Value of BIM

9 Sevenin 10 BIM Users

who measure Return
on Investment (ROI)
see positive returns.

1 Reducing rework is the

highest rated business
among experts.

1 Marketing new busi-
ness to new clients is
the top rated business
benefit of BIM.

1 Improved project proc-

ess outcomes, such as

fewer RFIs and field
coordination problems
is the second highest
way to improve value
with BIM.
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http://www.greatday.com

0OA word of
encouragement
during a failure is
worth more than

an hour of praise
after succ
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If you get stuck in a rut, need some advise, want to share good news, get out of the
office, or just need a friend T make sure you turn to your fellow SDAers. Remember,
in any good relationship, personal or professional, you need to make the effort and
take the time to spend with us to be able to get the rewards.

Take advantage of our monthly programs, NEW social Third Thursday lunch and
happy hour, Chapter website, business meetings, webinars, SDA conferences, SDA
forum, holiday party, National website, tours, community events, canstruction, SDA
calendar, SDA committees, summer summit meeting, SDA certification, SDA Na-
tional, etc. GET INVOLVED TODAY!

Kim Dorris, CDFA
SDA Portland Chapter President

Copyright 2009 Ralph S. Marston, Jr. Used by permission. Originally published in "The Daily Motivator"
at www.dailymotivator.com

Western States Regional Conference
by Derrick Starr

Not only did I finally find out what amortization meant (more on that
later), | met a great group of people dedicated to great design and
intent on improving the ways in which this design is expressed in
the world.

The products of a design firm are special because people live, work, and play in those
products. The role of an administrator in a design firm is just as special because we
keep things running smoothly so the creative types can design those great products.
Attending the

Western States Regional Conference in Tucson this year reminded me why | like
being a design firm administrator: because | work with people who typically are far
less organized than myself, | usually end up looking good.

The seminars and presentations at this
even better: Her b Cannondés A20% Prof it
Medi a 1010, and Leslie Porters fiGener a

highlights among many informative topics. Coming from a project administration back-
ground, amortization, EBITDA, and all that other finance stuff could be a bit
esoteric for me, but Mr. Cannonds semi
Cindy Jordan-Nowe and Nona Patrick, of LP&G Inc., talking about marketing

See Western States on Page 3
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Southern Arizona Chapter Wins 2nd Annual Chapter
Excellence Award

On Wednesday, April 15th, the Society for Design Administration announced the
winner of the Second Annual Chapter Excellence Award:  the Southern Arizona
Chapter! This award recognizes the work and dedication that encourages strong,
healthy chapters in fostering the mission of SDA. The competition is comprised of
seven categories focused on areas such as governance, education, networking, and
membership recruitment and retention. A national jury determined the winner from
seven chapter submittals. Jury commentsincluded: il was t hor oughl
the professionalism and commitment to the industry of those that applied. Their
knowl edge of the industry and the indi
Southern Arizona chapter presented a model of how a chapter can be successful in

all areas of organizations. They are to be commended for their efforts in preparing
their materials as well as the efforts
This yeardés national jurors included:
Graham L. Ruggie, AlA; Christy Schlake: and, Heather Weilnau, ASLA.

Western States Regional Conference, Continued

(or, more specifically, unconventional marketing) were very funny and served as in-
spiration in Athinking outside the box
with a twinkle in your eye. This conference covered it all, really, from nuts and bolts
finance to creating a Twitter account to planning a succession to creating a zany matr-
keting campaign, there was no stone left unturned in the design world. | offer my con-
gratulations to the Tucson Chapter for putting together such a well-rounded program.
It was evident they put a lot of thought and care into it, and every attendee | spoke to
was unanimous in their appreciation.

The lovely Southwest city of Tucson was a highlight in itself, of course. 90 degrees in
October? Check. Friendly locals? Check. Roadrunners, javelinas and best mole
sauce ever? Check, check, check!

It was the final presentation of the evening by retired Dean Chuck Albanese, FAIA, of
the University of Arizona which remind
a moving and picturesque travelogue of his annual journeys in Italy and Greece with
art and architecture students, friends and family. Italy and Greece are filled with great
art and design, of course, modern and ancient, gleaming or decaying, all filled with a
sense of the eternal. Professor Albanese represented the spirit of design for me: ap-
preciative of the past and hopeful for the future while enjoying the present as much as
we can.

This was my very first SDA conference and | have come away from it not only with a
better understanding of administration but also with a sense of camaraderie with my
fell ow administrators. We occupy a
proud to be a part of it.
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BIM Report, Continued

Forums
SDAForums are the
primary source for
member -to -
member

communication.
The forums allow
members to ask
guestions, as well
as answer other
members'
guestions, on
various topics. To
find out more, log
on to
www.sdadmin.org.

Key Findings

9 Factors with the greatest impact on BIM success on a project: 1) having BIM
knowledgeable designers on the project, 2) software interoperability

i Phases that experience the most BIM value during a project: 1) construction
documents, 2) design development

I Top rated overall project benefits of BIM: 1) presentation/visualization of
architectural design, 2) spatial coordination

' BIM Benefit that generates the highest returns: reduced conflicts during
construction

Few users currently experience value from 4D scheduling and energy analysis

Top rated future benefits of BIM: 1) better designed projects, 2) lower risk and
better predictability of outcomes, 3) prefabrication

To see the full report, goto _www.bimcomplete.com

National SDA EXCOM Announces Results of Vote

The Executive Committee is pleased to announce the results of the Society for
Design Administration's Board of Director's conference call, held on Thursday, Sept.
24, 2009, to vote on proposed Bylaws and Standing Rules amendments.

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 2009.1 - approved unanimously
Proposed Bylaws Amendment 2009.2 - approved unanimously
Proposed Bylaws Amendment 2009.3 - approved unanimously

Proposed Bylaws Amendment 2009.4 - approved unanimously

= =4 4 4

Proposed Standing Rules Amendment 2009.1 - approved unanimously

The Society for Design Administration's Bylaws and Standing Rules have been
modified, incorporating the approved changes. Those revised documents have been
posted to the National Web site under the Governance tab..

Thank you to all who participated in the Bylaws Forum discussion period and Thurs-
day's conference call.
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Business Meeting Summary

Summer Summit : At the annual planning session, the board reviewed ways to
improve the value of membership in the Portland Chapter to gain and retain
members. This includes changes to the way we attract potential members and
the information provided to them. Changes to the Calendar format were dis-
cussed as well as changes needed for our website. A new social event, Third
Thursday, will be implemented to provide a social networking opportunity.

July: The board discussed upcoming programs; passed a motion to participate
in SchoolHouseSupplies.org; prepared an email to send to chapter members re-
garding scholarships to Western States Regional Conference.

August: The board held an indepth discussion on the finances of the chapter;
passed a motion to offer reduced price program fees to unemployed members;
reviewed upcoming bylaw changes proposed by the National board. Kelly Per-
kins announced the Portland CANstruction team of ACE Mentors/Glumac/GBD
Architects had won the Best Use of Labels Award at the National completion held
in Nashville earlier in the month.

September: The board received natification from National that Cheri Melillo was
stepping down as chairman of the board for CANstruction due to her illness. Also
discussed were the results of a survey regarding the calendar and proposed
changes; approved the design for a postcard to send out for the 15-for-12 mem-
bership drive; approved the purchase of the CDFA Study guide after members
expressed interest in having a local test.

What Did You Miss?

July: A Summer S Uhsmasta ohance for all Portand members to gather
to discuss the direction the chapter will take in the coming year, present their edu-
cational program ideas; and get to know the new board installed in June.

August: fidentity Theft Protection - It's not Just Personal Anymoreé Presented
by David Bruerd with the Identity Theft Awareness Group, this program provided
attendees with steps to take to protect not only their personal identity but also
steps to protect their firms from exposure to identity theft of employee and client
confidential information.

September: fAWhat Your CEO Knows
was a very popular webinar the chapter offered. Unfortunately, due to technical
difficulties on the part of the presenter, this webinar was cancelled midway
through. This webinar will be offered again in the near future. This month also
included the first Third Thursday social networking opportunity at the Rock Bot-
tom Brewery & Restaurant. This proved to be a lot of fun and a casual environ-
ment for discussion of whatoés going

About-TNe ¢ off
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All Roads Lead to the Society for Design Administration

Online professional discussion forums

Publications and online resources with relevant and timely
content

Leadership opportunities
Certification program
Webinars on industry -relevant topics

Access to membership directory for local and national

Stay connected with a membership to the largest organization dedi

to A/E/C firm administration:

Sign up now for the 46r-12 membership special!

For the usual yearly rate, get the remainder of 2009 plus ALL of 2
That's up to 3 months FREE!

A[ SDA] was
of the first
opportunities for
leadership that | had
outside of my own
firm, and WOW, what
a level of confidence
it brought to my role
as Office

Shawna Pace-Powers,
AshCreek Associates
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